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of microscopical investigation appear likely to remove all the doubts. The only thing not entirely cleared up, if the principles you advocate be correct, is that very often the pebble which makes the impression has not itself been acted on; but perhaps we may suppose that its nature was such that its exterior resisted the pressure in such a manner that the calcareous part was not subjected to the same amount of pressure as in the case of the other, for both are impure Limestone, and sometimes they contain a large proportion of sand etc. It is curious that your paper should have appeared so opportunely, for I was going to commence writing a paper on the subject, to be published in Germany, as soon as I had finished a few things I now have in hand; and I am glad I had not written it sooner.
Trusting that the great interest, which, as you see, I take in the subject of your paper, will be a sufficient excuse for my thus writing to you, and only wishing I could show you my objects and talk the matter over with you here, .
I remain, Yours very truly,
H.  C.  SORBY.
To H. C. SORBY, ESQ., F.E.S.
2 DONKGALL SQUARE WEST, BELFAST.
March 14,1862. MY DEAR SIR,
I hope you will not attribute to any want of interest in the subject of your letter, as to limestone pebbles having been penetrated into by others, my having allowed so long time to elapse with little more than a brief acknowledgment of receipt of your letter. The phenomena you describe appear to me to be of very great interest; and I think it most likely that you are right in suggesting that the theoretical views in my paper to the R. S. on Crystallization and Liquefaction as influenced by Stresses in the Crystals, may probably be coupled with your observed phenomena as affording the theory of their explanation and as confirming the supposition you had been finding yourself led to, from quite different grounds, to the effect that pressure might probably cause a crystal in a saturated solution to be dissolved and to crystallize again in some other part where there was not